Letter by Civil Society Groups from Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, and other Arab Countries

Subject: The ‘Deep Free Trade Agreements’ Proposed by the European Union 

Date: 

Dear 

We, a group of concerned human rights and development civil society organizations from the Arab region, write to you concerning the EU trade and investment strategy for the Southern Mediterranean. 

We have received with concern the information regarding the approved mandate of the European Commission to start negotiations towards establishing ‘deep and comprehensive free trade agreements’, which extend to cover investment protection, government procurement, and competition policy. 

· We perceive that negotiations on any new trade or investment agreements should not be undertaken before new constitutions are established in the Arab countries witnessing transition, and before a development model for these countries is established with priority given to peoples’ economic and social rights. Otherwise, such steps would incur significant stress on national policy space that citizens of these countries have re-established through their revolutions and continuous mobilizations. 

· Within this context, we are inviting the EU and partner countries, including out national governments to undertake a full assessment- based on a human rights and development approach- of the outcomes of existent agreements and any future one.

· We request that the ‘scoping exercise’ currently being undertaken by the EU commission include a full assessment of human rights and development implications before any negotiations proceeds. 

· Furthermore, we request that human rights and development considerations be integrated in policy formulation, design, and implementation, including checking and adapting the processes related to trade and investment agreements. Accordingly, we request that no negotiations on investment be initiated before the EU Commission undertake needed changes to the proposed investment model to ensure respect the sovereign right to regulation and public intervention for the public interest purposes and avoid protection of speculative forms of investment and forms of investment resulting in abusive practices.

· We invite the EU to seek more consultation with developing partner countries, including all relevant stakeholders and civil society organizations- a priori and ex-ante- to assess the real necessities and potential outcomes.

Thank you for considering the detailed attached letter and the raised concerns, which have been shared with the European Parliament Committee on International Trade, and the Trade Policy Committee of the Council of the European Union. 

LIST OF SIGNATORY ORGANIZATIONS:

1- Arab NGO Network for Development- Lebanon

Tel: 00-961 1 319366

Fax: 00-961 1 815636 

E-mail: annd@annd.org  

Website: www.annd.org
2- The Arab Anti Corruption Organization- Lebanon

Tel: 00-961 1 738683

Fax: 00-961 1 739074

E-mail: info@arabanticorruption.org 

3- Creadel Liban- Lebanon

Tel: 00-961 3-284596

E-mail: creadel_lib@hotmail.com 

4- Euro-Med NGO Platform- Lebanon

Tel: 00-961 3 871186

E-mail: creadel_lib@hotmail.com
5- Lebanese Association for Environment and Development-Lebanon

Tel: 00961-1752148- 009613838504

E-mail: hmaalouf@assafir.com 

6- Lebanese Environmental Party- Lebanon

Tel: 00961-1752148- 009613838504

7- Al-Wafic NGO- Agriculture Development & Investment - Lebanon

Tel-Fax:00-961 1 745744 / 739986

E-mail: Atef.idriss@alwafic.org 

8- Awlad Alard Association for Human Rights- Egypt

Tel: 0020225730877

Fax: 0020225730877

E-mail: awladelard@yahoo.com
9- Right to Water Forum in the Arab Region- Egypt

Tel: 00-201005760794

E-mail: abdelmawla.ismail@gmail.com
10- Egyptian Association for Community Participation- Egypt

Tel: 00-201005760794

E-mail: abdelmawla.ismail@gmail.com
11- Center for Economic and Social Rights- Egypt

Tel: 00-201 2 1519598

E-mail: khaledali72@hotmail.com 

12- The Better Life Association for Comprehensive Development- Egypt

Tel:    00-202862330661-2329575

Fax: 00-202862330661-2329575

E-mail: blacd@link.net
13- The Egyptian Association for Community Participation Enhancement- Egypt

Tel: 00-202 2-4016474/4150546

E-mail: cpe_eg@yahoo.com 

14- Association Tunisienne des Femmes Democrats- Tunisia

Tel: 00-216 71 890 011 

Fax: 00-216 71 890 032  

E-mail: femmes_feministes@yahoo.fr
15- Tunisian League of Human Rights- Tunisia

Tel: 00-21698329734

16- Association des Femmes Tunisiennes pour la Recherche sur le Développement- Tunisia

Tél/Fax :00-216 71 870 580 
E-mail : afturd@gmail.com
17- Association for Research on Democracy and Development-Tunisia

Tel: 00-21671880693

E-mail: azmahjoub@gmail.com
18-  Jordanian Women's Union- Jordan

Tel: 00-96265687038

Fax: 00-96265687061

E-mail: abisharatcenter@orange.jo
19- Lawyers for Defending Human Rights Society- Jordan

Tel: 00-962 795673501 

E-mail: hussein-alotaibi@hotmail.com 

20- Equality Now- Jordan

21- The Jordanian National Commission for Women- Jordan

Tel: 00-962 6-5560741

Fax: 00-962 6-5526768

E-mail: jncw@nets.com.jo
22- Association of East and West for the development of human resources- Jordan

Tel: 00-962 777300343

23- Justice Center for Human Rights Studies- Jordan

Tel: 00-962 6 5602384

Fax: 00-962 6 5602371

24- Arab Organization for Human Rights- Jordan

25- Jordanian Society for Human Rights- Jordan

26- Mizan Law Group for Human Rights- Jordan

Tel: 00- 962 6 5690691

Fax: 00- 962 6 5690681

E-mail: mizan@nets.jo
27- Amman Center for Studies- Jordan

Tel: 00-962 6 4655043

28- Association of Human Rights Defenders- Jordan

29- Espace Associatif – Morocco

Tel: 00-212 53 7774341

Fax: 00-212 53 7774183

E-mail: contact@espace-associatif.ma
30-  Center Aziz Belal for Research and Studies- Morocco

31-  The Mauritanian Network for Social Action- Mauritania

Tel: 00-22246495052

Fax: 00-22245294998 

E-mail: rmasocial@yahoo.fr
32- The Mauritanian Association for Rural Development- Mauritania

Tel: 00-22236348168

Fax: 00-22245293538

E-mail: monpays_nktt@yahoo.fr
33- General Federation of Trade Union- Bahrain

34- Bahraini Human Rights Society- Bahrain

Tel: 00-973-17825425

Fax: 00-973-17826836

E-mail: aalderazi@gmail.com; bhrs@bhrs.org 

35- Awal Women Society- Bahrain

Tel: 00-97317678947

Fax: 00-97317678927

E-mail: awalws@gmail.com 

36- Social Bahraini Association- Bahrain

Tel: 00-973-3 966 3585

37- The Bahrain Young Ladies Association- Bahrain

Tel: 00-973- 17 262 237

E-mail: nahdabah@batelco.com.bh 

38- Bahrain Transparency Society- Bahrain

Tel: 00-973-17811677

Fax: 00- 973-17827370

E-mail: bahts@batelco.com.bh
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Contacts: Arab NGO Network for Development 

Ziad Abdul Samad at annd@annd.org & Kinda Mohamadieh at kinda.mohamadieh@annd.org 

Tel: +961 1 319 366/ Fax: +961 1 815 636

P.O.Box: 14/5792 Mazraa 1105 2070 Beirut- Lebanon

Website: www.annd.org                        

